
Donovan’s Reef

Abstract
Melancholy constitutes a major component in the film universe of John Ford. The best place to isolate it is a
comedy such as Donovan’s Reef (1963), where it constantly emerges like the counterpoint and the heart of the
smiles inherent to the genre. The return of one of the most loved themes of the film maker, the one of the Three
Wise Men, is always linked to the topic of the necessity and difficulty of the paternal function. It also connects
with special clarity with certain yearned and unreachable goddess constituting the central reason for the melan-
choly. This work is a sort of epilogue to the seminar Oedipus dedicated to the film director and available at gon-
zalezrequena.com. Here there follows the biographic connexions that confirm to what extent all this is found in
the most intimate core of the director’s subjective truth.
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Resumen
La melancolía constituye un componente mayor de universo fílmico fordiano. Probablemente el mejor lugar para
aislarla sea una comedia como Donovan´s Reef (1963), donde emerge de manera constante como el contrapunto
y el fondo de las sonrisas inherentes al género. El retorno de uno de los temas queridos del cineasta, el de los tres
Reyes Magos, asociado siempre al asunto de la necesidad y la dificultad de la función paterna, se conecta con
especial nitidez con la figura de cierta diosa anhelada e inalcanzable que constituye el motivo central de la melan-
colía. En este trabajo, que constituye una suerte de epílogo al seminario Edipo dedicado a la obra del cineasta y
disponible en gonzalerzrequena.com, se apuntan las conexiones biográficas que confirman hasta qué punto todo
ello se encuentra en el núcleo más íntimo de la verdad subjetiva del cineasta.

Palabras clave: John Ford. Melancolía. Reyes Magos. Análisis textual.

ISSN. 1137-4802. pp. 7-28

01.Gonzalez Requena.qxp_Tramayfondo_revista  27/1/18  20:46  Página 7



08
t f&

01.Gonzalez Requena.qxp_Tramayfondo_revista  27/1/18  20:46  Página 8



09
t f&

01.Gonzalez Requena.qxp_Tramayfondo_revista  27/1/18  20:46  Página 9



10
t f&

01.Gonzalez Requena.qxp_Tramayfondo_revista  27/1/18  20:46  Página 10



11
t f&

01.Gonzalez Requena.qxp_Tramayfondo_revista  27/1/18  20:46  Página 11



12
t f&

Donovan: Hey, I'll bring you before the mast! I'll throw you in the brig, you little muti-
neer!
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Lelani: Daddy!

Lelani: Hi,Dad!

Lelani: Dad!
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Donovan: Get back in that
boat, you little pirate. Ready to take
off, Doc?

Doctor: A few calls first.

Donovan: How long will you be
gone?

Doctor: A week, maybe two.
Never know what'll happen on the
outer islands.

Doctor: Look in on the kids
occasionally.

Doctor: Don't I always? All right, Sam. Shove off.
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Amelia: Horse and buggy? 
Doctor: See Amelia gets home.

Donovan: Affirmative.

Marquis: "And then from the East came three wise men, three kings bearing gifts,
to gaze upon the child and to kneel before him in adoration. The King of...”
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Lelani: Uncle Guns!
Donovan: I tell you, it is a granny!

Lelani: The monument.
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Ameilia: “Princess Manulani.
Commander Wil l iam Dedham.
Michael Patrick Donovan”.
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Ameilia: "Thomas Aloy-sius Gilhooley..."
Donovan: Thomas Aloysius Gilhooley.
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Cluzeot: Bonjour. Bon Noël.

Ameilia: Father Cluzeot.

Ameilia: I want the truth.

Lafleur: Ah, the truth!
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Cluzeot: Who doesn't seek the truth? All of us. All men.
Everywhere.

Cluzeot: You know what truth I mean.
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Ameilia: Thank you, Yoshi.

Doctor: I couldn't care less about the Dedham Shipping Company.

Doctor: The very mention of it gives me cold chills. 

Doctor: That's true of Boston, too.
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Doctor: I remember how happy I was to become the father of a fine
baby girl. That was early in the war. The months went on. The years. The
letters got fewer and fewer. Then none at all.

Ameilia: You knew that Mother was...
Doctor: I didn't. 

Doctor: And no one bothered to write.

Doctor: Then we were torpedoed.
Doctor: Why couldn't I have gone back? Even for a visit?

Ameilia: There must've been other doctors.
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Doctor: That's very true. But, you see, by that time I...

Ameilia: Isn't that sweet? They're bringing you flowers. That's "welcome". Of cour-
se, you know that.

Ameilia: Why did they do that? Why don't they come on up? I'll go get them.
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Donovan: Pax.

Donovan: Amelia, you
have a mean Irish temper, but I
love it.

Donovan: From now on, I
wear the pants in this family.
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